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Year-by-Year College Preparation Guide

Because each student is unique, there is no one way to prepare for college. The following

recommendations will make students more competitive applicants and better-equipped for the college

process.

FRESHMAN:

o Get to know your guidance counselor

o Strive for A’s in all your classes

o Create an activity resume

o Getinvolved in at least one extracurricular
activity

o Sign up for SAT Subject tests

o Take part in summer enrichment programs

KEEP THIS IN MIND:

College seems a long way off in 9™ grade, but
you need to start seriously thinking about it
now.

Your first year academic and extracurricular
record will be a part of your college
application, so use this time wisely.

Explore your interests, get involved, and set
up great habits for your future success!

SOPHOMORE:

o Make sure you are taking all the college-prep

courses you need to be taking

o Strive for A’s in all your classes

o In October, you may take the PSAT

o Evaluate how much work you have to do to

prepare for your SAT/ACT testing

o Update your activity resume

o Take on a leadership role in one of your

extracurricular activities

o Take partin summer enrichment programs

o Think about what you want in college

JUMPSTART YOUR COLLEGE SEARCH:

Start your college list. This list will grow and
change over time, and that’s fine. Add and/or
subtract as you go along and better establish
what you’re looking for in a college.
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JUNIOR:

O

Strive for A’s in all your classes

Register for the PSAT in October

Prepare for the SAT and/or ACT early

Update your activity resume

Continue to take on a leadership roles in your
extracurricular activities

Register for relevant spring exams

Attend college fairs and visit colleges you're
interested in

Finalize where you want to apply to college

Apply to summer programs, workshops, and
internships

Continue to prepare for the SAT and/or ACT

Begin working on your college applications

SENIOR:

o Continue to excel academically

Register early for the SAT or the ACT if you need
to take it again

Find new ways to show you’re uniqueness
through your activities

Work on your college applications and finish
your essays

Ask your teachers and counselors for
recommendations

Request that your transcript and test scores be
sent to all of your schools

Apply Early and be sure to meet all deadlines

Mail your commitment deposit by the deadline

Write or call any colleges you were accepted to,
but you are declining their acceptance

Continue to prepare for the SAT and/or ACT

Maintain a strong academic record

SENIORITIS:

an intensifying disinterest in maintaining high
academic standards during one’s senior year
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